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The Bridge             

a ministry for single moms 
 

Cedarbrook Community Church, Clarksburg, MD 

 

"You are altogether beautiful, my 
darling.  There is no flaw in you." 
      - Song of Solomon 4:7 

 
Valerie Davis Encourages 

The Bridge Moms 

 
Valerie and Terry are not quite sure how they 

originally connected, however, the one thing 

they know is, they are very glad they did!  

Valerie Davis, JD MBA, and Founder and 

Executive Director of Venterprises, Inc., is also a 

published author and professional speaker.  She 

had an effect on our moms in the same way 

that a relaxing and 

wonderful massage 

has on a tired broken 

body.  Speaking to her 

theme “Beauty AND 

Beast”, Valerie’s gentle 

and quiet demeaner, 

her beautiful 

connection on a 

shared emotional 

level, and her love for 

the Lord and scripture-

based presentation, all 

worked together to 

bring healing to our 

souls.  What an amazing and beautiful evening.   

 

Once our Fellowship was over, it led everyone 

to chant one thought…”Please bring her back!”  

And when our single moms request something, 

we try and deliver.  So, Valerie Davis not only will 

be back, but she will be heading our first-ever 

single moms’ retreat at Cedarbrook Community 

Church on Saturday, April 13, 1:00-5:00.  After 

our retreat, we will enjoy dinner together.  Free 

childcare will be provided.  Mark your calendars 

now.  I am sure we will fill up quickly. 

 

 
 

Our fall theme this October included each mom 

taking home a delicious pumpkin bread.  Word 

has it that there was a lot of 

“hiding from children” going 

on as this was a delicacy that 

few wanted to share, 

especially with little pallets that 

couldn’t appreciate the 

unique flavor!  

“Give thanks to 

the LORD, for he 

is good; his love 

endures forever.” 

Psalm 118:1 

 



 

Tonight was “soup night” and we enjoyed 

homemade chili and chicken noodle soup.  So 

satisfying on a cool fall 

evening. 

 

The evening was topped off 

with Jake Dzik and his fellow 

mechanics doing oil 

changes on our moms’ 

cars!  What a blessing Jake 

has been to our group.  He 

has done oil changes twice 

in our year and a half 

existence, and he spent one Fellowship 

instructing all our moms in how to perform 

simple maintenance on their cars.  Having been 

raised by a single mom, Jake knows first-hand 

the struggles that these ladies go through on a 

daily basis, and he says that he just wants to 

give back. We are so appreciative of his 

dedication to making a difference in the lives of 

our moms.   

 

Anne Harrison, one of our single moms, who is 

also a firefighter, taught our children all about 

fire safety, including holding a fire drill!  And 

because everyone had to evacuate the 

building, all our moms went outside to the 

designated area, as well.  Thank you, Anne, for 

an amazing and informative night with our 

children! 

 

Mark your calendar and 

prepare to join us for our first 

ever Single Moms Retreat! 
 

Valerie Davis will be coming back to The 

Bridge on April 13th to lead a wonderful 

retreat just for single moms.  You will be 

blessed and amazed! Please plan to join us! 

 

"‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ 
declares the LORD, ‘plans to  prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.’"  
-     Jeremiah 29:11 

Single Moms Love to Serve 
 

Single moms are among the most servant-

hearted people there are so each year they 

look forward to serving others in a special way.  

In November they baked cookies and put 

together cookie and fruit trays to take to our 

area first responders.  A total of 15 trays of 

goodies were arranged, and moms and their 

children headed off to 15 area police and fire 

stations to share the love.  Along with a letter 

explaining our gift from The Bridge and special 

cards created by the children in the Childcare 

rooms, tray after tray was handed to these men 

and women who protect us and serve us in 

special ways.  Their gratitude was heart-

warming.  The evening was a blessing to all of 

us!  

Part of our 

group of 

baking moms.  

Love the 

servant-

hearted smiles!   

 

 

Look at the sweet 

smile on Anais’ face 

as she gets ready to 

share cookies with the 

Gaithersburg Police 

Station!  I know they 

appreciated her gift. 

 

The first group off 

to the firehouse… 

Javon and 

Vincent enjoyed 

delivering their 

cookie tray to the 

Frederick Fire 

Station. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/jeremiah/29-11.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=jer+29:11


 

Stewardship Corner 
                                
Beginning in this newsletter, and in each 

following newsletter, we will be running an 

article by Cedarbrook’s Financial Peace expert 

Rich Demory.  Rich has spoken to our Bridge 

Fellowship in the past and has worked with 

some of our single moms individually on 

financial issues, planning, and budgets.  We are 

most appreciative of Rich’s expertise and his 

efforts to give so generously to our moms.  His 

financial services are free to anyone in our 

Bridge Ministry, so if you would like to chat with 

Rich, please give him a call at 240.876.7832. 

 

Think Before You Buy by Rich Demory 

  
The United States has a consumer driven 

economy.  We are encouraged every day to 

buy the biggest and the best regardless of the 

price.  Television, radio, billboards, magazines, 

social media and the internet constantly 

bombard us with advertisements telling us why 

we need their products. 

 Then, there are our friends and family 

members who always seem to have the newest 

home, newest car, latest cell phone, or are 

taking another incredible vacation.  These 

observations, conversations, or media postings, 

may lead us to feel inadequate or that we are 

unable to provide the same for our family. 

 In real life, most of those people are up 

to their eyeballs in debt.  Statistics show that 78% 

of the households in the United States are living 

paycheck to paycheck.  Many of these families 

fell into the trap the advertisers laid, and justified 

the action because their family or friends 

encouraged them or told them it was 

necessary. 

 “You need to buy a house.  Renting is 

wasting money.”  “You need a new car.  You 

never know what you get when you buy used.”  

“You need a vacation.  You deserve it.”   We 

may want these things, but we don’t necessarily 

need them now. 

 Before buying a home, you should be out 

of debt with a three to six-month emergency 

fund (the amount necessary to cover your 

expenses for three to six months of cover a true 

emergency).  Remember if something breaks in 

your home, you need to pay to have it repaired.  

Imagine having to replace the air conditioning 

when you are trying to pay off debt. 

 Your rent or mortgage should stay 

between 25 and 30% of your monthly household 

income after taxes.  Very few landlords, real 

estate agents, or mortgage brokers will inform 

you as to what you can comfortably afford.  

They are salespeople and their job is to make a 

sale.  Figure out the percentage and shop 

within your means. 

 Can you afford a $523.00 a month car 

payment for up to six years?  This is the current 

average monthly car payment in the United 

States.  If you are trying to get out of debt, and 

find yourself needing a vehicle, buy a cheap 

used car with cash.  It is not your forever car, just 

something to get to and from work.  I would not 
recommend leasing a car.  Listen to this audio 

file about leasing and do your homework.   

https://www.daveramsey.com/askdave/auto

mobiles/10367 

 Vacations.  I am all for a vacation, but 

you do not have to go to Bermuda.  My family 

and I went to Hagerstown Jellystone Camp 

Ground one year for vacation.  We did not have 

the money to go elsewhere.  The goal was to 

get away and spend time with the family, not to 

bring home a $3000 credit card bill. 

 I am not saying that you can’t have a 

nice home, a nice car, or a nice vacation.  

What I am proposing is you do things in order.  

Have a plan.  Save money, eliminate debt, 

consider the expense on your monthly budget 

and buy what you can afford.  By doing this, you 

can plan for your future.  Don’t concern yourself 

with what other people think.  They are 

probably struggling financially. 

 

Second Annual Christmas 

Party for The Bridge 
 

Mark your calendars for Saturday December 1 

to celebrate together the birth of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ!  We will begin an hour 

earlier at 5:00 and end at 8:00pm.  We have a 

wonderful program planned with an amazing 

speaker and beautiful singing.  Come join us! 

https://www.daveramsey.com/askdave/automobiles/10367
https://www.daveramsey.com/askdave/automobiles/10367

