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Mother’s Day Extravaganza!    
 
May is a very special month because The Bridge 
Team gets to honor our wonderful single moms who 
work so hard to single-handedly raise their beautiful 
children.  And they do an amazing job!  So, to bless 
them, we pulled out all the stops the day before 
Mother’s Day and, with the help of Sue Shepard of 
Style Me Sue Consignments at The Shops at 
Damascus Electric, the Damascus Y Women, East 
Coast Limo in Gaithersburg, Jimmie Cone, and Rich 
and Jill Testo, Pastor Ken, and a whole team of teens 
and others, we did our best 
to make our moms feel 
special and pampered. 
First, the moms and their 
children enjoyed an 
amazing and delicious 
dinner from our caterers, 
the Damascus Y Women.  What a blessing these 
dear ladies were to our whole group!  The 
pampering certainly began with them!  Thank you! 
Next, while all the children were being well-taken 
care of in our ample childcare rooms, the moms 
boarded a limo bus and headed down the road on a 

little excursion to 
Damascus, where 
Sue Shepard was 
waiting for us.  
When the moms 
boarded the bus, 
they found long-
stemmed red roses 

from The Damascus Y Women and Mother’s Day 
cards from The Bridge Leaders and the Damascus G2 
waiting on their seats.  Balloons danced around the 
bus as if to announce the celebration to come!   

The atmosphere 
began to fill with 
excitement as we 
arrived at The Shops 
and Sue ran out and 
boarded our bus to 
take pictures of US! 

Talk about feeling 
honored and pampered!  
And then what an extra 
treat to be cheered as we 
entered.  Sue and Kathy 
made everyone feel incredibly special.   
After a few basic instructions, Sue announced,  
“Let the shopping begin!” 

 

 
 

“What a wonderful evening.  I felt so loved and 

special.  You went all out.  You thought of 

everything!  Thank you for everything.”                           

- A Bridge Mom 

. 



There was lots of chatter, trying on of clothes, and 
ideas and input from Sue, a professional stylist.  
Smiles lit up the room as mom after mom came out 
of the dressing room looking just fabulous! 

 
 

Look at these 
amazing and 
beautiful moms!! 
The generosity of 
Sue overwhelmed 
all of us as every 
mom went home 
with her individual 

complimentary 
outfit.  How could 
we feel more 
pampered! 
 

 
 

 

 
Smiles and filled shopping bags galore! 
 

 

 
The scarf Naa picked is the 
perfect touch for up-coming 
Memorial Day and 4th of July 
celebrations! 

  

“Thank you so much for this special event.  It 

means the world to me, to us [me and my young 

daughter]. I can’t wait for next month!”                   
-  A Bridge Mom 

 
Once our shopping was complete, we hopped on 
the limo bus again and took a little side trip to the 
premier ice cream shop in Damascus, Jimmie Cone! 

Even though a bit of rain 
developed, it could not 
dampen our jubilant 
spirits.  After all,  ice 
cream is designed to 
automatically bring joy to 

the heart! 😊 The Jimmie 
Cone employees assigned 
to our group were 
efficient and couldn’t 
have been kinder. As 

nearly 30 moms filed through the line to place their 
orders, it was smiles all around.   



Even with all the excitement going on during this 
special evening, the pampering did not end there.  
As we headed back to the church in our limo bus, it 
brought an added measure of joy when the moms 
picked up their cars.  While they were enjoying an 
evening of shopping and ice cream, Rich and Jill 
Testo, accompanied by Pastor Ken, Cedarbrook 
teens, and others, spent the evening washing and 

vacuuming the 
moms cars!  Just one 
more layer of 
pampering for these 
wonderful moms.  
We were so grateful 
for all these amazing 
helpers with their 
huge servant hearts! 
  

 

“Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving 

 the Lord, not men.”       - Ephesians 6:7 

 

 

 
 

To top off the evening, Carmen Curtis’ daughter 
Melissa surprised Carmen with a 
bouquet of beautiful roses, and 
then she shared her testimony of 
how the unconditional love of 
her mom supported her through 
her darkest days.  Not a dry eye 
in the house!  Many moms said 
that her testimony really gave 
them hope!  What a wonderful 
Mother’s Day gift, Melissa!  
(Carmen is one of our Bridge 

Team and she helped start this ministry) 
~~~~~~More pictures!~~~~~~~ 
 

To begin our celebration, we 
toasted our moms with  
sparkling cider! 
 
 

 
Each mom was greeted on the 
bus with a long-stemmed red 
rose and Mother’s Day card. 

 
Trip back to church with 
balloons dancing around 
the bus in celebration of 
our beautiful moms on 
Mother’s Day! 
 
 

 
Here is just a small portion of 

the amazing catered buffet by 
the Damascus Y Women. 



Prepare Yourself! 
Personal Safety for Women 

 

As always, Sherrie had our room looking welcoming 
and fabulous with the look of pink and green and 

spring!  But not only the 
beautiful tables 
welcomed the moms, 
but so did the cheery 
Father’s Day cards!  Yes, 
we always celebrate 
Father’s Day with our 
moms because they are 
doing such a great job of 
pulling double duty and 
being moms AND dads.  
Proud of you all! 

 
One of the topics that has 
been most requested is 
self-defense for women, 
so we filled that request 
in June by having self-
defense expert Jack 
Broderick and his 
amazing motivational 
program “Fearless 
Female’s Best Friend Self 
Defense”, which was 
developed by Jack and is a 
highly engaging seminar! 
 

                                                                                                                          
We loved the quick-paced workshop, and volumes 
of worthwhile 
information that 
he presented, 
and especially 
that he blended 
this heavy topic 
and material with 
a touch of 
humor, which 
lightened the 
load for all our 
single moms. 
Jack arrived with 
his “ready-for-a-
fight” mannequin “Bob”.  Many of our moms took 
on Bob and had a great time feeling empowered 
with the many defense techniques that Jack taught 
us. 
The evening was an amazing mix of confidence-
building, empowerment, and skill-teaching, with 
lots of hands-on activity.  Thank you, Jack! 

The Bridge is so grateful for 
our newest Team member 
Claudia Lopez, who has the 
role of Prayer Leader.  
Claudia will be leading our 
Team Prayer Circle prior to 
each monthly fellowship, as 
well as being available for 
individual prayer with our 
moms.  Thank you, Claudia, 
for your prayer ministry! 
 



Heather Rickman did an amazing job of catering 
dinner once again for our moms and their children.  

Because we had 
record numbers at 
this fellowship, that 
translated into an 
unbelievable amount 
of food! Moms and 
children alike were 
blessed with a tasty 
dinner, and enough 
left over to take 
home for the next 
day.  Thank you, 
Heather!  

 

“Every good 
and perfect 
gift is from 
above, 
coming down 
from the 
Father of the 
heavenly 

lights.” 
-James 1:17 

 
One of our fantastic Childcare Team members Barb 
Goodno, aka Mary Poppins, arrived laden with many 

activities and 
surprises in her 
bags (& around 
her neck)!  We 
are so grateful 
for her creativity 
and energy that 
she pours into 
our young ones.  

“It has been a whole year?!? I cannot 
believe how the time has passed and 

how well the Bridge moms group has 
done.”        

 - A Bridge Mom 

Thanks to another 
new Team member 
Marilyn Allen who is 
our Children’s Food 
Service leader.  She 
certainly had lots of 
food to organize with 
a record number of 
children and enough 
food for all!  Great job, 
Marilyn! 
And speaking of a 
record number of 
children, we now fill 
FOUR childcare 
rooms, with a new 
room opened for our 
TEENS!  What a 
blessing… God is doing an amazing work in this 
ministry! 

 
And what more 
could we ask than 
our smiling Team 
members who 
welcome our 
sweet children!  
Michele Hawkins 
is all ready to love 
these children 
and have the 
night begin.   
 



 
 
 
 
 

                                                    

Marilyn organizing the children’s food table 
 

Thanks to all who so graciously and 

generously donated time, talents and 

gifts to our Bridge single moms for 

our May and June Fellowship events: 

 

 Sue Shepard (Style Me Sue at The Shops at 
Damascus Electric) who provided 
complimentary outfits to each mom 

 The Damascus Y Women who provided the 
catered dinners in May for moms and 
children, and provided roses for the moms 

 East Coast Limo in Gaithersburg, MD 

 Rich and Jill Testo for washing and cleaning 
the moms’ cars (as well as Pastor Ken and 
their team of teens who helped) 

 Jack Broderick and his amazing motivational 
program “Fearless Female’s Best Friend Self 
Defense” 

 Heather Rickman who provided the catered 
dinners for moms and children in June 

 For our amazing Bridge Team which now 
numbers 20 servant hearts!!  Thank you for 
all you do to make these Fellowship nights a 
success! 

 
 
 
 
 

Each of our Bridge single moms is beautiful, hard-
working, loving, kind, a wonderful parent, and 
committed to doing the best job ever for her 
children.  The Bridge Ministry loves you with all our 
hearts and we are so glad you are part of our world!   
Thank you for joining us each month!  
 

 
 
 

“Trust in the LORD with all your 

heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make 

your paths straight.”  

    - Proverbs 3:5-6 


